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Glasgow and District b-anch of the National Association 
for the Prevention of Consumption and other Forms of 
Tuberculosis will be formally opened on June 7th. A special 
train will convey the guests to Cleghorn from which station
they will drive to Bellefield. At the conclusion of the

opening ceremony a reception will be held, after which the
company will have an opportunity of inspecting the grounds
and buildings of the sanatorium.

British Mediectl A ssoeiation : Annual Dinner of the
Glasgow Branch

The annual dinner of the Glasgow and West of Scotland
branch of the British Medical Association was held on
the evening of May 20th in St. Enoch’s Station Hotel, under
the presidency of Dr. J. C. McVail, the guest of the evening
being Mr. Andrew Clark, F.R.C S. Eng., chairman of the
Council of the Association. In replying to the toast of "The
British Medical Association," proposed by Dr. Ebenezer
Duncan, Mr. Clark pointed out that when the Association was
founded in 1832, under the name of " The Provincial Medical
Association," there were only 50 members on the roll. Now
the membership numbered 19,000. There were 37 branches in
the United Kingdom and 26 in the colonies and he believed
that before long they would have branches in the Orange
River State and in the Transvaal. Dr. D C. McVail, in
replying to the toast "Other Scottish Branches," proposed
by Professor McCall Anderson, referred to the prevalence of
quackery and stated that last year the Government pocketed
&pound;330, 000 for "quack " medicine stamps and that next year
the sum would be greatly increased on account of many
wholesale makers of medicines being compelled to put
stamps on preparations hitherto unstamped This was a
serious question and indicative of the condition of the public
mind who were nevertheless kept in ignorance of the pro-
gress of medicine and surgery. With the exceptions of the
meetings of the British Medical Association medical bodies
did not permit reports of their doings to be inserted in the
daily press How, therefore, could the public be educated
and how were they to know the difference between true
medicine and quackery ? That was a question for the Asso-
ciation to consider.

Opening of Kingseat Asylum.
Kingseat Asylum, Aberdeen, having been duly licensed

by the General Board of Lunacy for the accommodation
of patients, was formally declared open on May 14th.
Mr. George Murray, chairman of the Aberdeen City District
Lunacy Board, performed the ceremony at the close of an
inspection of the buildings by the asylum committee of
the board. Mr. Murray, in declaring the institution open,
said that the cost of the new asylum had frequently been
commented upon but it had to be borne in mind that
whether the Royal Asylum directors, or the Lunacy Board,
or the parish council had to provide accommodation for
lunatics the cost had to be met and money had to be

expended. The Lunacy Board had decided wisely in

advising the construction of an asylum on the newest

principles and on the most approved methods, the number
of patients being limited to 500 or 700 From Mr. Spence,
the secretary of the General Board of Lunacy for Scotland,
the following congratulatory letter had been received :-

I am directed by the board to inform you that on the llth inst. they
made a thorough inspection of the asylum at Kingseat and found that
the buildings were completed, that they were of substantial and
economical construction and were admirably adapted to their purpose,
that they were provided with suitable and comfortable furniture, that
the arrangements for heating, lighting, and generally for carrying on
the work of the asylum were efficient, that the arrangements for a
water-supply, for the extinction of fire, and for the disposal of sewage
were satisfactory. and that the asylum was provided with a suitable
and adequate staff. The board accordingly resolved at a meeting sub-
sequently held to approve of and adopt the asylum as a district asylum
for the Aberdeen city lunacy district.

On May 16th 50 male and 50 female patients were despatched
to Kingseat from Aberdeen Royal Lunatic Asylum, 32 male
and 34 female patients from the West Poorhouse, and 45
male and 50 female patients from the East Poorhouse.

The late Mr. William Heatlie Ferrier.
Mr. William H. Ferrier of Kyle, Ross-shire, whose death

from a very acute illness is announced, commenced medical
study somewhat later in life than is customary, having
previously been for ten years engaged in the scholastic pro-
fession. It is stated that he was at ore time offered, but
did not accept, an appointment as private secretary to a
nobleman well known as a colonial governor. Mr. Ferrier’s
medical education was partly received in Glasgow, and in

1895 he became qualified as L.R.C.P., L.R.C.S.Rdin.,
L.F.P.S. Glag. He has left a widow and one child.
Mav 24th. 

_____________

IRELAND.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENTS.)

Sir Charles Ball, M.D. Dub., F.R.C.S. Irel.
THE King has been pleased to appoint Sir Charles Bent

Ball, Regius professor of surgery, University of Dublin, to
be one of His Majesty’s honorary surgeons in Ireland in
the room of Sir Philip Crampton Smyly, deceased.

The Poor-law Dispensary System in Ireland
The annual general meeting of the Leinster branch of the

British Medical Association was held in the Rjyal College
of Physicians of Ireland, Kildare-street, Dublin, on May 19th.
when the outgoing president, Dr. J. Magee Finny, delivered
an address dealing with the Poor-law dispensary system. He
referred to the short-sighted political economy which in-
duced the conclusion of the Local Government Board that the
greater the reduction in the population the fewer should be
the number of the medical officers. As to the nece-sity for
some form of promotion within the service, he said that two
forms appeared to be feasible and desirable, first the
natural movement from less lucrative districts to those with
richer populations or easier work, and, secondly, a movement
from executive to administrative positions. But he entirely
disagreed with the idea of making the Poor-law medical
service practically a Government department as had been
suggested. He was of opinion that the highest administra.
tive posts in the service should be open to the Poor-law
officers of Ireland and to a larger extent than at present, and
that the system of inspectors of the Local Government Board
as now existing is not the best for the service or for the
country.

I’l’ish Medical Association.
The annual meeting of the Belfast and District branch of

the Irish Medical Association was held in the Medical
Institute, Belfast, on May 20th. After the transaction of
the ordinary business the following were elected office-
bearers for the year 1904-5 :-President: Professor J. W.
Byers Vice-Presidents : Mr. S. B. Coates and Mr. H C.

Manley. Secretary and treasurer : Dr. A. G. Robb. Council:
Mr. H. D. Osborne. Mr. R. Hall, Dr. J. St. C. Boyd, Dr.
J. C. Ferguson, Dr. R. J. Mann, Dr. W. R. Davison,
Dr. A. Massen, Dr. D. P. Gaussen, and Mr. J. G. Jefferson.

Monaghan and Cavan Asylum.
At a meeting of the Monaghan and Cavan Asylum board

on May 19th the resident medical superintendent (Mr.
E. Taylor) submitted the thirty-fifth annual report.. 1001
patients had been under treatment during the year 1903. 82
had been discharged, 61 died (7 1 per cent. of the average
number in residence), and there was a high percentage of 34
caused by pulmonary tuberculosis. At the close of the year
there were ten patients less than at the beginning. The

expenditure had been 22,21.3 16s. (19,203 12s. 10d. for
maintenance and &pound;3010 3s. 2d. in repayment of loans). The
net cost per head for maintenance had been S21, which was
ill 1 7s. lld. less than for the previous year.
May 24th. 

__________________

PARIS.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

The Nascent State and the Properties of Drugs.
AT the meeting of the Academy of Medicine held on

May 9th M. Albert Robin read a most interesting paper. He
stated that the therapeutical action of certain synthetic
remedies and the special properties of chemical bodies when
set free by contact with the tissues are greatly exalted, as
indeed are those of all bodies in the nascent state. Solution
of hydrogen peroxide is a typical example and has a
marked action by means of the oxygen which it gives
off. Willstatter has stated that solution of hydrogen
peroxide acts like water of crystallisation and forms
combinations which will break up into oxygen on the
one hand and the crystalline body on the other. Thus it
is possible to combine with acetate of sodium 22 parts


